Search generative Al control

Note: As of August 31, 2026, wea€™ve rolled out this control to all websites worldwide.

Use the Search generative Al control to manage your site's inclusion in the following generative Al
features on Google Search. We expect to update this list over time as we develop Google Search.

« Al Overviews
- Al Mode
+ Generative Al features in Google Discover

See and manage the Search generative Al control for your property under Settings l=-Settings >
Search generative Al in Search Console.

Open the Search generative Al control

Change your control

To change your Search generative Al control choice, open the Search generative Al control page and
choose one of the following:

+ Include my site's links and content in Search generative Al features: Your site's content can
appear in Search generative Al features, including showing up as links and helping to ground Al
responses in these features. Your site can receive impressions and traffic from these features. This
is the default control for all properties.

+ Exclude my site's links and content from Search generative Al features: Your site's content is
prevented from being visible to users in Search generative Al features, including being linked to
within these features and helping with grounding Al responses in these features. You won't receive
any traffic or impressions from these features. Learn more about what excluding_ your site means.

+ Inherit control from parent: Your property is following the Search generative Al control value of
its parent property. Any changes made at the parent level will automatically apply to your property
too. You can override this and manually configure the control for your property at any time. This is
the default if your property has a parent property.

@ Tomeasure how your content is performing in Search generative Al features, use the Generative Al
~  performance report. This can help you get an idea of how changing your control may impact traffic to
your site.

What happens if | exclude my site?

If you exclude your site, links to your site and your site's content won't appear in Search generative Al
features. Content from other sites will still be available in those features, and it may appear similar to
yours. Content crawled from your site won't be eligible to be used as an input to generate an Al
response or preview in Search generative Al features.

This control only affects whether your content can appear in certain Search generative Al features;
this control isn't used as a ranking or inclusion signal affecting other parts of Search. This control
doesn't override publishers' other choices to participate in particular services, such as Merchant
Center and Google Ads. Your site's content may still be used to power Google Search as a whole, like
helping our systems better understand the language of usersa€™ queries and the language on pages
on the web. This control doesn't affect Al training; to limit training of the models used to generate
responses in Search generative Al features, use Google-Extended. To block your content from
appearing in Google Search completely, use noindex.

How long it takes for a control change to take effect


https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/14901683
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/16011537
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/2819496?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DAndroid
https://search.google.com/search-console/settings/search-gen-ai
https://search.google.com/search-console/settings/search-gen-ai
https://blog.google/products-and-platforms/products/search/search-language-understanding-bert/
https://developers.google.com/crawling/docs/crawlers-fetchers/google-common-crawlers#google-extended
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/crawling-indexing/block-indexing
file:///webmasters/answer/16984139
file:///webmasters/answer/16984139

Once you change your control in Search Console, it generally takes a few days for your site's content
to be excluded from the applicable Search generative Al features. Content will be excluded within 1-
2 days after the control goes live, but some content may take longer to be excluded due to caching
and propagation across Google systems.

How Search generative Al control inheritance works

By default, a property inherits its Search generative Al control from its closest parent that has
changed its control to stop inheriting. For a property in which none of its parents manually-
configured their control to stop inheriting, the property is set to inherit the control of its top-level
domain property.

For example, the child property (URL-prefix property https://example.com/business/cats)
would inherit the control of its parent (domain property example. com) by default, unless an owner
of a closer parent property (https://example.com/business/ or

https://example.com/) manually configured the control to stop inheriting. You can check whether
your property is inheriting its control and manually configure the control for your property at any

time.

About parent and child properties

Note: Many properties can be both a parent and a child of other properties.

« Parent property: A higher-level property that has child property nested below it. It may be a top-
level domain (the highest-level domain for a single site on the web) property, a subdomain
property, or a URL-prefix property.

Examples of parent properties v

« Child property: A lower-level, URL-prefix path property, or a domain property which is not the top-
level, that's nested under another property. It may be nested under a top-level domain property or
another property.

1. The top-level domain example. com is a parent property of all properties below it. Both 2)
https://example.com and 3) https://example.com/blog are child properties of example. com,
and therefore inherit example. com's setting by default, if there was no manually configured setting.

2. The URL-prefix property https://example.comis a parent property of the property below it. If
https://example.com has a setting configured, then 3) https://example.com/blog inherits that
setting by default, as that property is its closest parent property with a configured setting.

Examples of parent and child properties
Here are some examples that show how the parent and child relationship works in terms of Search

Console properties:

Parent property Examples of child properties Not a child propel

example.com afl.. https://example.com/business/ a"0 example.co.uk
(top-level domain)
af].. http://example.com/
af].. blog.example.com

af].. https://www.blog.example.com/path
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Parent property Examples of child properties Not a child propel

https://www.example.com/ af.. https://www.example.com/business/ a 0 example.com

(URL-prefix property) ) __
af.. https://www.example.com/cats/kittens/ | a O http://www.exal

a0 https:/lexample

https://example.com/business/ af.. https://example.com/business/cats/ a0 https://lexample
(URL-prefix property) _ . .
afl.. https://example.com/business/dogs/ a 0 http:/lexample..
all.. a 0 https://www.ex:

https://example.com/business/cats/kittens

http://example.com/ af.. http://example.com/cat/ a 0 https:/lexample
(URL-prefix property) _ . -

afl.. http://example.com/cat/kittens a0 http://www.exal
blog.example.com af.. m.blog.example.com a"0 example.com
(domain property) _ -

af].. https://www.blog.example.com a0 https://lexample

af].. http://blog.example.com a 0 bl.example.con

af].. https://m.blog.example.com

afl.. https://blog.example.com/path

Manually configure the Search generative Al control for a child property

Owners of a child property can choose to follow its parent property's Search generative Al control or
change it for the specific child property and its subpages. To specify a control for a given child
property, log in to that property in Search Console and update its configuration using the Search
generative Al control page.

Submitting feedback

You can submit feedback on the Search generative Al control. Note that this feedback helps improve
Search Console overall, and we generally can't act upon individual submissions.

If you have feedback about other Search Console features, use the feedback link within Search
Console. If you have questions about how your site appears in Search, visit the Search Central help
community to discuss with peers.

Need more help?
Try these next steps:

Post to the help community
Get answers from community members
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